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ABOUT THE WINTER CYCLING CONGRESS
The first Winter Cycling Congress took place in February 2013 when winter
cycling enthusiast gathered in Oulu, Finland, to discuss and experience winter
cycling. The participants and organizers soon realized that much more work
was needed to further the research and achievements of projects relating to
winter cycling. The Winter Cycling Federation was thus created. After Oulu,
Finland, in 2013, and Winnipeg, Canada, in 2014, the Congress will be held in
Leeuwarden, the Netherlands in 2015. Leeuwarden is located in the northern
province of Fryslân.
Winter Cycling Congress 2015 Leeuwarden is about uniting hearty souls from
communities of all climates, sizes and levels of bicycle development who share
the ambition to make two-wheeled travel normal, even when the snow flies.
Using the perspective of all different types of professionals – from engineers
to planners to journalists and more – we are planning a conference meant
to show winter cycling is more than a sustainable solution for transporting
people, it is also a way to develop a culture and built environment supporting
the health, wealth and happiness of many people.
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WHY CONTRIBUTE?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Highlight the actions taken by you, your community or organization
Meet people with similar interests and expand your network
Share your latest research advancements
Discover Dutch (winter) cycling!

Transportation is at the core of our lives. Whether travelling to work
or school, delivering goods and services or even just taking pleasure
in moving from A to B, we cannot suffice without transportation. The
bicycle is one of many modes of transportation, and offers many
well-known advantages, such as being practical, reliable, affordable,
healthy, fun and clean. Bicyclists, however, are chronically exposed to
adverse weather conditions – such as wind, heat, cold, rain, and snow
– and are more vulnerable when it comes to air pollution, traffic safety
and terrain issues. Cycling is a good transportation solution, but much
more could be done to enable bicyclists, especially in winter.
Winter Cycling Congress 2015 Leeuwarden aims at gathering a variety
of people interested in winter cycling who want to learn about best
practices, share their experience and take action for better winter
bicycling conditions. The Congress aspires to create an opportunity for
dialogue that helps move us closer to a future where mass cycling and
walking in winter is the norm in communities around the world.
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THEMES
This year’s Congress will revolve around three themes: people, benefits
and the bicycling environment. The following questions highlight the
reasoning behind these three themes and give you a starting point for
developing your contribution. If you think your contribution does not
fit any of these questions, please submit a proposal anyway. We are
looking for diverse voices and will review all submissions.

1. Embracing winter cycling cultures
Education – Promotion – Culture
• What communicational and educational activities has your city or
organization set up to promote cycling in winter?
• What role do social media and blogging play in the realm of winter
cycling?
• Is winter cycling what makes your city or region attractive? How so?
• What are the appropriate clothing items and bicycle equipment to
cycle in winter?
• How does your community perceive winter cycling?
• Is there any atypical activity, event, or service offered by bike in
wintertime in your community?
• How do companies using or relying on the use of bicycles cope with
the winter season where you come from?
• How is your organization, business or community promoting winter
cycling to women, children, immigrant communities, communities
of colour, non-cyclists and others?

2. Winter cycling benefits
Health – Wealth – Happiness
• Has your business or organization benefitted from new or improved
cycling infrastructure nearby?
• Can winter cycling help improving air quality?
• What is the added value of winter cycling on human health?
• What societal and social benefits has winter cycling brought to your
community?
• How can we measure the effectiveness of measures encouraging
winter cycling? What type of data is needed? How can we collect
them?
• What are the safety benefits and challenges regarding winter
cycling?
• How does winter cycling affect accessibility and mobility patterns?
• How can winter cycling be used to promote inclusivity and equality
in a city or region?

3. A bicycle-friendly winter environment
Policy – Infrastructure – Maintenance
• What policies are in place in your city, region, or country to promote
winter cycling as a beneficial mean of transportation or activity?
• What infrastructural challenges is winter cycling facing? Is your
community particularly outstanding?
• Does your business manufacture winter cycling-specific solutions
and products?
• How can winter cycling be promoted through tourism?
• What are the facilities and infrastructure maintenance
best practices to encourage the use
of bicycles in winter?
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CONTRIBUTION FORMATS
Winter Cycling Congress 2015 will give a chance for every
contributor to showcase his or her work in the most suitable
way. The aim is also to interact and think all together about
winter cycling.
Lectures:
A 90-minute session with 3 lectures on related topics. You
present your contribution in a maximum of 20 minutes. A
moderator leads the discussion following the presentations.
Workshops:
A 45-minute interactive session that you lead on the topic
submitted. Tell us about your topic and the approach you
suggest for the workshop in your submission form.
Round tables:
You get 25 minutes and a dedicated audience to present your
case, answer questions and ask your participants for their input.
Panel session:
Together with other experts you join a panel around a common
theme. Each panel member makes a short presentation. After,
a moderator interviews the panel and engages the audience.
Speed dating:
During this interactive session, a large number of speakers
simultaneously present their topic to a small group at their
table. After 10 minutes, the bell rings and participants change
tables. You repeat your little show with the new participants
who gathered at your table.

Poster session:
A number of topics and experiences are particularly nice to
present through a poster. We supply the display space – size
will be communicated in advance – and you bring the poster. A
few dedicated timeslots allow you to elaborate on your poster
to an audience visiting the posters.
Mobile tour or workshop:
Do you have ideas for an outdoors activity in Leeuwarden,
related to winter cycling? No need to fill out the form. Please
contact us directly by email at info@wintercyclingcongress2015.
org or phone at +31 15 214 78 99.
Exhibition:
Would like to display an exhibit about your business, your
book or magazine, or other product or service? No need to
fill out the form. Please contact us directly by email at info@
wintercyclingcongress2015.org or phone at +31 15 214 78 99.

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
• You can submit your contribution by filling out the Contribution
Submission Form, available here. This form is a Google Form. We
advise you to save your answers in a separate text file, or print the
completed form prior to submitting it, for your future reference.
• If you would like to submit several contributions, please fill out a
form for each contribution.
• All submissions must be written in the English language. Please
use standard abbreviations and abbreviation rules.
• The deadline for submitting your contribution is 20 November 2014.
• Should you have any questions about the submission process or
the content of this Call, please contact us by email at
info@wintercyclingcongress2015.org or phone +31 15 214 78 99.

SELECTION AND AWARD PROCESS
All contributions will be reviewed by a committee. Contributors will be
contacted through email by 19 December 2014.
Selected contributors will be offered a discounted registration of €250.00
instead of €375.00 (33% discount). Registration deadline for contributors
is 12 January 2015.
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